
not to stay at the Marinelli hut but do the Palu tour in one day. On Saturday morning
at 2am our party was standing at the foot of the Sella glacier. It was a clear, ice cold
night. There was a track on the glacier. The guide decided that roping 15 people in
the darkness would take too long, he would go ahead and the others would follow
exactly in his track. We were about half-way up the glacier when the man in front of
me suddenly stopped and started to move downhill in the track towards me. Looking
up I saw in the dim moonlight a large hole right where our track was broken by a huge
crevasse. We had been walking for at least 6m on a rather thin layer of ice. It had
carried the men ahead and cracked under the man in front of me, who had managed
to reverse just in time. Looking into the hole the crevasse seemed to be hundreds of
metres deep.

I have never seen a party roping as fast as our party did after this incident, nobody
paid any attention to darkness or cold any more. The rest of our 16 hour tour
proceeded without any further mishap.

Rakaposhi from the north

Shigeru Kodama

.~ ~

Rakaposhi is a precipitous mountain especially from the N. H.W. Tilman who had
attempted the mountain in 1947, said 'It is not clear why so little interest should have
been shown in so noble a mountain, why such a high and glittering prize seen by so
many travellers and so easily reached should not have been snatched before'. The
reason, he explained, was 'the 8000m fetish'. In recent years we could not climb on
this mountain for political reasons-the Karakoram Highway was being made by the
Chinese.

We were lucky to obtain a permit for the mountain via the N ridge in the summer of
1979 from the Pakistan Government. The party consisted of some members of
Waseda University Alpine Club: Eiho Otani (leader), Shigeru Kodama (manager),
Matsushi Yamashita, Hideki Megumi, Naoyoshi Osugi, Masahiro Hattori and Dr
Toshikatsu Inoue (doctor).

We left Rawalpindi on 7June by the Karakoram Highway to Gulmet at the foot of
the mountain. We received much kindness and help from Mr Hasmmuddin and Mr
Nazzammuddin who are descendants of the Raja ofGulmet. From the bottom of the
Hunza River to the top of 'Rakaposhi there is a height difference of about
6000m-one of the greatest altitude differences in the whole of the Karakoram and
the Himalaya. The exciting N face is the side of the mountain most often seen by
travellers and climbers. We chose the N ridge route which had been attempted twice
before, during the late summer of 1971 and 1973 by a W German expedition under
the leadership of Dr Herrligkoffer. They had great difficulty in making a route on
account of crevasses and a rock ridge. We found signs of their passing on the ridge-2
ladders and some fixed ropes.

Our Base Camp was established on 15 June where there was a snow covered
moraine at a height of3700m. Six high altitude porters were engaged; 5 of them, who
had been with the W German party, were villagers of Gulmet. They were excellent
porters as far as Camp 2. Two of them, Marikashidar and Issan AIi, carried some
loads to Camp 4.
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87 Rakaposhi, N ridge (This and next photo: Japanese Rakaposh; expedition)

In the account by Dr Herrligkoffer, the route forward to Camp 1 presented some
crevasse and stone-fall dangers. But this time we were not subjected to these because
glacier and rock faces were covered with much snow; we went up to Camp 1 easily.
Why did they choose late season? Maybe, I think, because the difficult points of this
route lie higher up between Camps 2 and 3 where there are dangerous and thin rock
ridges, which go more easily without snow than when thinly snow-covered. Camp 1
was set on a narrow col between snow faces and the weather continued fine,

Between Camps 1 and 21ie 2 plateaus, with thin and steep snow ridgesjust this side
of Camp 2. Camp 2 was the first Advance Base Camp. (We made plans for big route
climbing by a small number and such safety measures as were necessary. We
prepared 5000m of fixed ropes for speedy and safe transit from Camp 1 to Camp 6.
And this was absolutely vital since many parts of this route were narrow with steep
slopes on both sides.) From Camp 2 we could see a gigantic rock cliff about 1500m
high falling to the Pisan glacier, while a straight, 55° angled snow ridge reached up to
6500m. We had to climb by a long and dangerous ridge standing opposite,

The rock ridge we named 'step ridge' since there are 4 rocky steps, We climbed up
the edge of the ridge using 3 ladders. The W German party took fully 2 weeks to
prepare this route, Their Camp 3 was set on the col between the step ridge and the
snow ridge. Our party made a camp higher on the snow ridge at 5900m, but we had
to make a temporary camp on the col.

The route between Camps 3 and 4 was a very difficult snow and ice ridge, The
edges of the snow ridge were crumbly so we had to traverse beneath it- The snow
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slope at the side of the Pisan glacier was uncertain and soft, and the other side above
the Gulmet glacier was hard crust forcing us to undertake step-cutting. We used
screw ice-pitons in the hard ice in many places, but they came out because of high
temperature in the afternoons. We took 5 days to get out of danger and then made
Camp 4 on a relatively flat space at 6400m. This was the second Advance Base
Camp. We prepared to climb up towards the steep rock face above Camp 4.

We considered this big face of green schist, 200m high, the crux of our climb. The
E side of this face is overhanging, while the W side has 4 gullies, angled at about 80°.
We found a route to the top of the face by the western most gully. It was about 5
pitches long, though not too severe. Nevertheless we had to stay at Camp 4 because
the weather began to change. The snow fell in a whirl every day for a week,
furthermore 2 of the party fell sick. Because of this we took 12 days to reach Camp 5.
The temperature fell sharply and there was deep snow.

Now we reached the N ridge at 7000m. On 30 July Kodama, Hattori and the
summit party set off for the appointed site of Camp 6 at 7400m. We climbed over a
vertical ice cliff and saw a broad slope above. The summit was some distance away
from Camp 6 and in between were many little peaks. We judged that 2 more days
would be needed to reach the top.

Next morning Otani and Yamashita started from Camp 6 at 5.00am. They
preferred a traverse to a long ridge route. They traversed a series of ice slopes needing
much step-cutting and finally reached the col at the foot of the summit rock face.
They made a snow hole on the col and bivouacked for the night. The following day at
5.00am they climbed the 200m steep and unsound rock face; it was difficult. After
that they reached the gentle summit ridge and soon attained the summit. It was
2 .00pm on 2 August. They found traces of the Pakistani-Polish party which had been
there a month earlier. It was a fine day; they could see K2, anga Parbat and other
peaks of the Karakoram and Hindukush. They bivouacked once more before
returning to Camp 6.

The weather conditions changed again and we suffered many hardships between
Camp 6 and Camp 2. We took a 2-day rest at Camp 2 and then returned to Base
Camp without any further trouble.

Memories of Arolla and Fafler Alp

Francis G. Irving

It was 50 years ago last August that I last saw Arolla, 51 since I saw FaOer Alp. This
tentative article is submitted largely in deference to my father R. L. G. Irving who
was president of the club in 1940, and to whom I shall always be indebted for very
happy days in these resorts. It was also the 50th anniversary last August of a tragic
accident on L' Eveque, in which my sister and her fiancee were killed descendingjust
below the summit. My father, brother, and myself were all on the same rope, in
addition to four others. I don't think my father ever went to Arolla again, though he
went regularly to the Alps·up to 1939. Yet I doubt if there was a place in the whole
range that he loved more.
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